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Chick Embryos 

Chicken embryos less than 15 days of gestation are not considered live animals and their use is not subject to IACUC 

review. The planned use of older embryos requires submission of an IACUC protocol.  

Investigators planning to use chicken embryos of 15 days of age or younger should provide the following information to 

the IACUC.  

1) Justification for the use of embryos. 

2) A statement of the age of embryos that will be used. 

3) Where the embryos will be used and who will work with them.  

4) Where the eggs will be obtained. 

5) Euthanasia method for embryos ≤15 gestation. (Hypothermia (-20oC for 4 hours) is recommended).  

6) Euthanasia method for embryos > 15 days gestation – hatching. (Decapitation recommended). 

7) Euthanasia method for hatched embryos (Decapitation or CO2 euthanasia recommended.  CO2 requires 

secondary confirmation of death).  

8) A statement that the IACUC will be informed if any embryos accidentally hatch.  
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